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l. (rich the December 4 decision of the Confederation of 
Venezuelan Workers (CTV) to support the national strike called for 
December 10, Venezuelan Petroleum Chamber sources cay the shutdown 
in the sector is likely to be close to ioo percent . r " — 1 



7 



/ . , } toid Bconof I that only key 

operations, such as gas com pression pl ants, are likely to be fully 

functional on December 10. r~ 1 noted that industry 

contingency plane developed ior mica events will be implemented by 
management personnel and added that many operations in the sector 
are highly automated. Petroleos de Venezuela (PDVSA) sources 
confirmed that contingency plans axe being dusted off but disputed 
industry assertions that rank-and-file workers will strike. 

2. The international oil companies . although members of chamber* 
such as the Camera Petrolera or Ve n a mc hen that have come out in 
support of the strike, are being more circumspect. Their 
operations will generally, continue but employees will be told not 
to cone to work if they feel their safety is threatened. 

3. in the meantime, Petroleum Chamber President Hugh Hernandez 
Raff alii has aaid publicly that there is an opening for dialogue 
with National Assembly President William Lara on modification of 
the Hydrocarbons Law. (Hote: Raff alii initially did not support 
Che strike but was preseured to s upport it by bis membership.) 

1 .1 wttiirmed to Bconof f that the 

Chamber expect e to meet with Lara, but not until after the strike. 
They hope such a meeting will be held before the National Assembly 
breaks for th e Christmas holiday. 

4. COMMENT: | I was emphatic that the strike will proceed 
and will be successful but he was equally emphatic in his. view 
-that National Assembly leadership will provide some mesne to the 
private sector to register their views on the Chavez decree laws. 
The Petroleum Chamber is preparing its presentation for the 
National Assembly on the Hydrocarbons taw. The Embassy will 
monitor this process closely. 
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